THE SOCIETY FOR ANIMALS IN DISTRESS
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

HELD ON THE 29TH JANUARY 2011 AT THE SOCIETY

FOR ANIMALS IN DISTRESS
PRESENT:

Nigel Forfar (NF)



:


Chairman

Heather Muller (HM)



:


General Manager

Mark Pretorius (MP)



:


Committee Member

Elizabeth van Straaten (EvS)


:


Committee Member

Sharon Banner (SB)



:


Secretary

Darren Margo (DM)

Carol Kennedy (CK)
John Gainsford (JG)
Desiree Gainsford (DG)
By Proxy

Eileen Chapman

Linda Pera

J Koekemoer

READING OF NOTICE OF MEETING

The Chairman of the meeting, Nigel Forfar, welcomed those at the meeting and stated that in terms of the Constitution, two requirements needed to be met for the AGM.
The first one being that a notice of the AGM had to be issued to all members and secondly, that the quorum of 7 members be met.  This was the case and the proxies were included giving a total of 12 members in all.

APOLOGIES

Eileen Chapman

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE AGM OCTOBER 2009

These minutes were accepted and approved by NF and seconded by EvS.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman’s report has been attached to the minutes.
FINANCIALS

The financials being presented were for the period ending 31st March 2010 and have been audited by Octagon.  HM confirmed that she had found Octagon to be very good and that they had offered to do the next audit pro bona.  NF proposed using them and this was seconded by EvS.

The difficulties of trying to find a Treasurer were discussed.  DG asked what the requirements would be of the Treasurer and HM assured her that the person needed to be more than a ‘book keeper’ and stressed the importance of having an independent monitor to check the monthly statements and invoices.  The Society’s creditors amount to +/- R100 000 to 120 000 per month.  DM advised that he would approach some of the accounting firms that he does business with to see if there may be someone who would be prepared to take on the position.

John Gainsford put himself forward to be a member of the Committee.  This was accepted by NF and the floor was opened to questions.
JG asked what an AWA was and HM explained to him.

MP asked about the progress being made with regards to the upgrading of the farm.  NF confirmed that he was putting a brief together which would be out by the 5th February and then that someone would be formally appointed for the project.

JG queried if there had been any resistance from surrounding neighbours and NF advised that the plans still had to be submitted to council and then the local neighbours would be approached.  HM advised that with the new plans, the hospital and kennels would be in a different position, further away from the surrounding housing.  JG asked if it was not worth selling the property and HM advised that it was more lucrative for the Society to stay where it is.

DM asked if any conveyancing would be needed and NF confirmed that the clinic at Tembisa would  need a conveyancor.  HM to call DM when the time is right.

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR ENSUING YEAR

It was confirmed that the following members had offered themselves for re-election and that the Committee was re-elected as follows:

Nigel Forfar as Chairman

Elizabeth van Straaten as Committee member

Eileen Chapman as Committee member

Mark Pretorius as Committee member

John Gainsford – new Committee member

Sharon Banner as Secretary

Heather Muller as General Manager and Committee member

The Chairman thanked all for attending and closed the meeting.
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